
 

Attention Parents! 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Monday, April 1. 
Please take the opportunity to complete and turn in your contracts as soon 

as possible.  This will be a significant help in our planning for next year. 
 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online - click  
for the link: 

 

  http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-

Contract_online.pdf 
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Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, Feb. 28 
5:44 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 29 
Shabbat ends 

6:48 p.m. 

Kindergarten Prepares for Purim 

The kindergartners had a wonderful time prepar-
ing for Purim.  We had so many opportunities to 
dress up in our very own castle, and become ei-
ther kings, queens, or clowns.  We designed 
some amazing crowns, and enjoyed the "royal 
treatment" we received.  What an adventure!  We 
were dressed up in such great costumes, that it 
was sometimes hard to identify who we were.   

(more photos on page 4 . . .) 

 
 

Monday, March 2 
Dads Game/Senior Night 

6:00 pm @ WJCC 
(Please see flyer on page 3) 

 

Tuesday, March 3 
Cold Lunch 

 

Computer Coding 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 

Soccer 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, March 4 
Spanish (gr. K-3) 

3:40 - 5:00 pm 
 

Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, March 4 
Spanish (gr. 4-8) 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 
Friday, March 5 

Cold Lunch 

Attention Parents 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Wednesday, April 1. 
 

This year, timely completion and submission of enrollment contracts 

will earn each family Give or Get points! 

Submit by March 16th and earn 300 Give or Get Points. 

Submit by April 1st and earn 200 Give or Get Points. 

(points can be applied to either this school year or next) 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online -                           
click here for the link: 

 

http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020_2021-Enrollment-Contract_web.pdf 

 

RTA PVA  

Purim Basket Delivery Routes 
 

We need help delivering the Mishloach Manot baskets.  

Please sign up, using the link below, to drive a route.  
 

Basket pick will be Sunday March 1 from 10-11AM and 

Monday-Friday March 2-6 at carpool drop off and pick up.  
 

Please e-mail yalicb@gmail.com with any questions. 

Thank you,  

RTA Purim Committee 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/20F0D48AAA82AA2FB6-purim6 
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Mazel tov to Helen & Dana Griffin on the bar-mitxvah of their grandson, 
 Jack Chumbris, to the parents, Audrey & Bill Chumbris, and to the entire  

Chumbris/Griffin/Fine family. 
 

Dear Parents,                                                
 
As Purim approaches, we look forward to this most joyous Jewish holiday.  It is a time of 
happiness and hope, and unites us as a people with wishes of brotherhood and love for 
each other. 
 
For the past twenty-nine years our school and parent body have supported the tzedakah 
organization Od Yosef Chai at this time of year.  This organization helps the poor and 
needy of our brethren in the land of Israel with their needs for food and shelter and other 
necessities of life.  Our Rabbis have given us a special mitzva of giving charity on the day 
of Purim itself.  We raise money and then call in our pledge on the day before Purim. Od 
Yosef Chai then advances the money, and it is distributed on Purim day itself, and thereby 
we fulfill the mitzva.  
 
We raise money in two ways.  First, we hold a raffle.  The sixth grade students will be sell-
ing raffle tickets everyday during lunch.  Tickets cost twenty-five cents each.  Just for pur-
chasing a ticket, each student will receive a prize.  On the day before Purim, we will raffle 
off six prizes ranging from a twenty dollar gift certificate to Target to other lesser prizes. 
 
The second way in which we raise money is to accept private donations with checks being 
made payable to Od Yosef Chai.  As the money is distributed on Purim day, one fulfills the 
mitzvah of Matanos L’evyonim - gifts for the poor.  
 
In the past, both the students and the parent body of RTA have generously supported this 
worthy cause.  It is my fervent hope that we will continue to do so this year, and for many 
years to come. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 

       Rabbi Baruch Sherman         

 

We wish a refuah shleima - a speedy and full recovery - to Shai Saar. 

 

We wish a refuah shleima - a speedy and full recovery - to Skyler Legano.  
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Kindergarten Prepares for Purim 

(. . .continued from front page) 
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Trumah (Exodus 25:1-27:19) 
Holy Inside and Out 

 
 This week's Parsha describes the construction of the Mishkan, the portable Temple that 
traveled with the Jewish People during their 40 years in the desert (and for 500 years after), until 
finding its permanent home in Jerusalem. 
 
 At the center of the Mishkan was the Holy Ark which contained the Tablets of the Ten 
Commandments. This Ark was a square box made of wood. The Torah explains (Exodus 25:11): 
"You shall cover the wood with pure gold from the inside and from the outside." 
 
 The need to cover the outside of the Ark with gold is understandable: The centerpiece of 
the Mishkan should certainly be majestic and regal. But what need is there to cover the wood on 
the inside of the box as well? 
 
 The Talmud (Yoma 72b) explains: A person's outward appearance must be an accurate 
reflection of their insides as well. In other words, don't be a hypocrite. 
 
 We all know someone who is a fake - quick with a smile, yet ready to stab you in the back 
just the same. Sadly, part of getting by in life is the ability to discern the genuine from the fake.  
Maybe that's what King Solomon meant when he said, "Better the anger of a friend than the kiss of 
an enemy." At least you know what you're getting. 
 
 One of the wonders of Judaism is how the Hebrew language reveals truths about everyday 
life. The Hebrew word for face - "paneem," is nearly identical to the Hebrew word for interior - 
"pineem." This teaches that the face we present must reflect our insides. (Contrast this with the 
English word "face," which shares its origins with "facade," meaning a deceptive appearance.) 
 
 This aversion to hypocrisy is reflected in the laws of kashrut as well. The one Jewish law 
that everyone in the world seems to know is that a Jew is not allowed to eat ham, pork or anything 
else derived from a pig. Interestingly, there is nothing in the Torah that seems to make this prohibi-
tion more stringent than eating, for example, catfish or a chocolate-covered ant. Why then have we 
singled out this prohibition against the pig? 
 
 The Torah identifies the pig as the only animal in the world (zoologists concur)  possessing 
the outward symbol of kosher - split hooves - but not the inward symbol - chewing the cud. The pig 
therefore represents that which is kosher in outward appearance but is in fact unclean on the in-
side. This type of hypocrisy is described the Talmud as one of the categories of behavior that G-d 
detests. For that moral reason, the pig is universally viewed as reprehensible to the Jew. 
 
 Back to our Parsha... We're left with one glaring question: If the Ark is covered with gold 
both on the inside and the outside, then what need is there at all for the shell to be made out of 
wood?! Why not simply make the ark one solid piece of gold? 
 
 The answer is that attaining purity and sincerity does not necessarily happen overnight. 
Like any important goal, it is achieved through constant, steady growth. Wood - organic and dy-
namic - represents this idea. 

 

  

Parsha Points 

Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 

(continued on next page…) 
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Parsha Points 

 

(. . .continued from page 5) 

   

 Judaism is not all-or-nothing. Observance of Torah might begin with the lighting of Shab-
bos candles. Or it might mean studying the weekly Parsha, 15 minutes a day.  Or it might mean 
reciting Shema Yisrael before going to bed. 
 
 Imagine stumbling across a gold mine. Would you turn down the gold because you know 
you won't find all the gold mines in the world? So too, every Mitzvah is a gold mine. Of course, we 
strive ultimately to fulfill them all. But even if we do just one, our lives are enriched forever. 
 
 The important thing is not where we are on the ladder, but rather in what direction we're 
headed, and how many rungs we've climbed. One tree does not compare its rings against another. 
Growth through Torah is the same way. Whatever effort you make to come close to the Almighty, 
whatever Torah you learn - the impact is cumulative. Perhaps that's why the Torah likens a person 
to a tree (see Deut. 20:19). Steady and constant, every drop counts. 
 
 The Talmud (Brachos 28a) says that in the Yeshiva of Rabban Gamliel, the prerequisite for 
admission was that a student's internal character had to match his outer appearance. Rabban 
Gamliel did not accept just anybody into the Yeshiva; he accepted only those who were honest, 
sincere and free of hypocrisy. 
 
 The Talmud continues: After Rabban Gamliel left his position as head of the Yeshiva, they 
instituted a new policy whereby any student - fitting or not - could be admitted. Hundreds of new 
students flocked to sign up. At which point, Rabban Gamliel became depressed and said, 
"Perhaps, G-d forbid, I have withheld Torah from the Jewish People!" 
 
 The Chiddushei HaRim (19th century Europe) asks: What was Rabban Gamliel saying? Of 
course he knew all along that his strict admission policy prevented some people from learning! So 
why is he so surprised now and getting depressed? 
 
 The answer is that Rabban Gamliel saw that because all those new students spent time in 
the Yeshiva, they too became honest and sincere by virtue of having learned Torah. Torah has the 
power to transform a person from mediocre to great. 
 
 At the beginning of this week's parsha, G-d commands the Jewish People to "Make Me a 
Mishkan, so that I may dwell within them" (Exodus 25:8). The Talmud points out that the verse 
should have read, "Make Me a Mishkan, so that I may dwell within it." Why then the language of 
"dwell within them"? 
 
 Because, answer our Sages, the Torah is telling us that the goal of building the Mishkan is 
not merely to create a House for G-d, but to sanctify a place for Him within the people. Each indi-
vidual Jew must personally strive to become a microcosm of the Mishkan: a living, breathing basti-
on of holiness. 
 
 Today, let us hope to find the strength and inspiration to build our very own Mishkan. And 
may its Ark be crafted of fine wood, laden with gold, both inside and out. 

 
 
 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 
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