
 

Attention Parents! 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Monday, April 1. 
Please take the opportunity to complete and turn in your contracts as soon 

as possible.  This will be a significant help in our planning for next year. 
 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online - click  
for the link: 

 

  http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-

Contract_online.pdf 

 Feb. 21, 2020        26 Shevat, 5780 

·  2nd Grade Science  
   Museum Trip 

1 

·  Better Together  Project  
   Information 

3 

·  RTA Basketball 4 

·  Parsha 9 

Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, Feb. 21 
5:37 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 22 
Shabbat ends 

6:41 p.m. 
 

Second Grade Science Museum Trip 

 
 

Saturday, Feb. 22 
PCL Program @ RTA 

Grand Finale & Awards 
7:30 pm 

 
Monday, Feb. 24 
RTA vs. St. Mary’s 
6:00 pm @ WJCC 

 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 

Hot Lunch 
 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 25 
(continued) 

Computer Coding 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 

Soccer 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 
7th/8th Grade Better  
Together  Program  

@ WJCC 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 26 
(continued) 

Spanish (gr. K-3) 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 
Thursday, Feb. 27 
Spanish (gr. 4-8) 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 
 

Friday, Feb. 28 
Cold Lunch 

 

Our second grade students enjoyed a fabulous trip to the Science Mu-
seum of Virginia. It was an afternoon full of hands on learning! We start-
ed off our tour with the amazing animal lab. We were very brave and 
loved petting, touching and learning all about different types of animals. 
Next up was a bee lover’s dream with a visit to the Science Museum’s 
active beehive. We learned all about being busy as a bee and this was 
the perfect way to launch our bee unit in school.  

Then we headed down-
stairs to the Science Mu-
seum Challenge Lab, 
where we participated in 
the forces of flight chal-
lenge. We created our 
own small aircraft with 
materials provided and 
then tested them!  

(continued on page 2 . . .) 

 

Standardized Testing will be held next week; 

for Grades 3, 4 and 6: Monday-Wednesday 
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We ended our afternoon with the exhibit for insect lovers of all ages! GIANT INSECTS 
featured gigantic, robotic insects and an entire entomological touring exhibition.   
 
Thank you to Mrs. Yali Klestzick for driving and Mrs. Heather Braverman, Mrs. Sarah 
Rakofsky, and Mr. Gary & Mrs. Melinda Stewart for driving and chaperoning.  
 
 

Second Grade Science Museum Trip 

(more photos on  page 7…) 

 

Our condolences to Mrs. Susie Adolf on the loss of her mother,  
Mrs. Gloria Weiner Adams. 

May the family be comforted amongst the mourners of  
Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

Congratulations to Mr. Bill & Robin Odom on the birth of a granddaughter,  
Oaklyn Jean, to Morgan & Josh Washburn. 

 

Thank you to the Ciment family for donating art supplies. 

(. . .continued from front page)  
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RTA Basketball 

On January 14, 1973, the undefeated Miami Dolphins won the championship game at Super Bowl VII. 
 
On February 3, 2008, the undefeated New England Patriots lost the championship game at Super Bowl 
XLIII. 
 
After setting the record for most wins in an NBA season (72), the Chicago Bulls won the league champi-
onship at the NBA Finals, in six games, on June 16, 1996. 
 

After setting the record for most wins in an NBA season (73), the Golden State Warriors lost the league champi-
onship at the NBA Finals, in seven games, on June 19, 2016.  
 
And so it goes.  Sometimes the unstoppable, favored team wins and sometimes it does not. 
 
Last week, our undefeated Iron Blue Lions stormed into the playoffs with a decisive victory in the semi-
final round on Tuesday.  Having already beaten the upcoming opponent, the team was feeling pretty 
good about their chances. Unfortunately, the league championship game just didn't go our way.  Right 
from the start we fell behind, were unable to recover, and couldn't execute the game-plan as the team 
had done so well, all season long. 
 
Hats off to the winners - Richmond Montessori School!  They played very well and earned their victory. 
 
Despite the disappointment of that loss, the season as a whole was a great success. 
 
Going 9-0 during the season and 10-1 overall in league play is truly amazing! Mazal tov! 
 
All the players improved their abilities throughout the course of the season. 
 
Many great memories remain for the Lions and their many fans. 
 
While the season has ended, there are more games ahead: 
 
      February 24 - RTA vs St. Mary's School, 6:00 pm @ WJCC 
 
      March 2 - Dads Game/Senior Night, Ceremony at 6:00 pm, followed by tip-off @ WJCC 
 
      March 16 - YVA/RTA Combo Game,  6:45 pm warm-ups, tip-off at 7:15 pm @ WJCC  
 
Thanks go out to our great 
coaches - Todd Weinberg, 
Rich Lehman, & Avi Gunz-
burg, to our team Mom - 
Lea Yadin, and our score-
keeper - Maya Yadin. 
 
A special thank you to 
Keith Rakofsky, for his 
skillful reporting of our 
games and photography  
during this basketball sea-
son. 
 
And thanks to all those 
who come out to the 
games and support RTA's Iron Blue Lions! 

 
(more photos on next page …) 
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RTA Basketball 

(. . .continued from page 4)  
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RTA Basketball 

On Wednesday, RTA hosted the Waldorf School for a fun scrimmage.  The Iron Blue Lions 
were great hosts and fun was had by all. 
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(. . .continued from page 2)  

Second Grade Science Museum Trip 

(more photos on next page …) 
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(. . .continued from page 7)  

Second Grade Science Museum Trip 
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Mishpatim (Exodus 21-24) 
Down-To-Earth Spirituality 

 
 Last week's Parsha told of the dramatic revelation of God to the Jewish people at Mount 

Sinai. It was a spiritual trip so powerful that every Jew literally had an out-of-body experience. The 

ultimate. 
 

 This week's follow-up, Mishpatim, is one of the longest Torah portions, containing an ex-

haustive list of over 50 separate mitzvot. Included are laws regarding kidnapping, cursing authori-

ty, personal injury and property damage, occult practices, helping the poor and vulnerable, return-

ing lost objects, and alleviating the suffering of animals. 
 

 The juxtaposition between the two Parshas is striking: After the spiritual high of Mount 

Sinai, why would God "bring us down" (so to speak) with all these details of daily life?! It's like 

being all heated up and then thrown into a cold shower. The two Parshas, it seems, are 180 degrees 

apart. 
 

 The truth is that they are two sides of the same coin. The spiritual high of Sinai is gratify-

ing, but it doesn't solve one problem of the world in which we live. Spirituality is not achieved by 

meditating alone on a mountaintop or by learning in an out-of-the-way monastery. Jewish spiritual-

ity comes through grappling with the mundane world in a way that uplifts and elevates. 
 

 Jews don't retreat from life, we elevate it. On Friday night, we raise the cup of wine and use 

it - not to get drunk - but to make Kiddush and sanctify the Sabbath day. Spirituality, says Judaism, 

is to be found in the kitchen, the office, and yes, even in the bedroom. 
 

 

 

FLASH OF INSPIRATION 
 

 If that's true, why did we need Mount Sinai in the first place? 
 

 Because a powerful spiritual experience is what jump-starts our engines. Many of us have 

experienced such a moment of insight – perhaps it was standing at the Western Wall or atop Masa-

da, or a particularly inspiring Yom Kippur sermon, or an exhilarating Discovery Seminar.  But - 

that feeling lasts only a short time. 
 

 Maimonides explains this metaphorically as follows: 
 

 Imagine you're lost at night, trudging knee-deep in mud through a dark and vicious rain-

storm. Suddenly a single flash of lightning appears, illuminating the road ahead. It is the only light 

you may see for miles. This single flash must guide you on through the night. 
 

 So too, says Maimonides, one burst of inspiration may have to last for years. 
 

 The Torah message is to capture that moment of inspiration and use it transform our daily 

living.  The moment of insight needs to be concretized.  
  

 

 

Parsha Points 

Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 

(continued on next page…) 
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Parsha Points 

 

(. . .continued from page 9) 

   

 And as a simple example - after being commanded in awe-inspiring fashion from G-d Him-

self in last week's Parsha "Thou shall not steal" - this week's Parsha gets into the nitty gritty – de-

tails of the legal process of how to prosecute a thief.  

 

 The lofty level of yesterday is no guarantee we'll retain that level tomorrow.  It is only with 

the follow through of G-d’s laws in our daily life that can we hope to elevate ourselves and our 

world. 
 

 

 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 
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