
 

Attention Parents! 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Monday, April 1. 
Please take the opportunity to complete and turn in your contracts as soon 

as possible.  This will be a significant help in our planning for next year. 
 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online - click  
for the link: 

 

  http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-

Contract_online.pdf 
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Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, Feb. 14 
5:29 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 15 
Shabbat ends 

6:33 p.m. 
 

RTA Middle School Shabbaton 

 
 

Saturday, Feb. 15 
PCL Program 

7:15 pm 
 

Monday, Feb. 17 
Parent-Teacher  

Conferences 
No Classes 

 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 18 
Computer Coding 

3:40 - 5:00 pm 
 

Soccer 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 
Spanish (gr. K-3) 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 
Thursday, Feb. 20 
Spanish (gr. 4-8) 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

 

 

The 2020 RTA Middle School Shabbaton kicked off with a bang at RTA, on 
Friday afternoon, as the students gathered for a video presentation about 
how our attitudes affect our everyday lives.  We learned the importance of 
overcoming personal challenges with the moving story of Rob Mendez, who 
coaches a high school football team without arms or legs.  We then 
watched a short film with a marvelous story about how an Israeli man’s ex-
perience fishing in Alaska and being confronted by a grizzly bear changed 
his perspective on life. 
  
The students were 
then brought to their 
host homes, gift in 
hand, and prepared 
for Shabbat.  We all 
arrived in shul that 
afternoon to wel-
come the Shabbat 
with song during 
evening pray-
ers.  The students 
were then hosted for 
dinner by three staff 
members: the Aronowitz, Sherman Sr. and Sherman Jr. families.  Everyone 
enjoyed a delicious meal and the 5th grade even prepared and shared their 
own dvar Torah at the Aronowitz home!  
 
 All the students met back at the shul, where Rabbi Sherman Sr. proceeded 
to talk about the beauty and importance of Shabbos.  He told a story of how 
one man took on a new level of devotion to Shabbos to gain merits for his 
ailing daughter.  Rabbi Sherman then led everyone in some special     
Shabbos songs.  

(continued on page 10 . . .) 
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This past Monday night third grade students and parents joined for a wonderful night of learning 
and fun. The evening began with the study of a pasuk in Chumash.  We learned why Hashem told 
Avram not to be afraid after the war between the four kings and the five kings. The students took 
turns reading and translating and demonstrated steadily improving Hebrew learning skills.   
 
Next, in honor of Tu B'Shevat, Morah Perel had the students decorate their own cookie with differ-
ent colored icing to produce beautiful and colorful trees.  Finally, together with their parents, each 
student completed a fifteen-question multiple choice quiz and then took turns playing a highly 
competitive basketball game. The Chandler family broke out to an early lead with Mrs. Chandler 
making some long shots.  Then the Salomonsky family took the lead, but at the very end, the 
Weiss family overtook everyone with Mr. Weiss hitting two long shots to pull out the victory.  As 
always, we ended the evening with refreshments in the media center.  A great time was had by 

all.  
 
A special thank you to Dr. Bob Weisberger for capturing the wonderful moments with his beautiful 
photography. 

Third Grade PEP 

(more photos on  page 7…) 

 

Thank you to the Rakofsky family for donating art supplies. 

 

Best wishes for a refuah shleima to Shai Saar. 
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RTA Basketball 

History Making Year for the Iron-Blue Lions 
 

The 2019/2020 basketball season will go down in the RTA history books.  Having joined the 
Mid Metro Basketball League, no one knew how our boys in blue &  black would stack up 
against the competition. 
 
It turns out that we match up pretty well! 
 
We won our first game, which was against Elijah House (EH), on December 10th.  Then we 
were victorious the next week, against Richmond Montessori School (RMS). Then we won 
again, and again, and again.... The Lions went undefeated, ending the regular season with a 
record of 9-0.   
 
Seniors, Avi Greene, Dovid Aronowitz, Jeremy Levin, and Reuben Eichelberg were great on 
the court leaders and led the way for the rookie 6th graders and returning 7th graders.  Our 
starters were so dominant and created such large leads that every available player got to play 
in every game, which doesn't always happen in close, nail-biter games. 
 
One of the most ex-
citing aspects of 
joining a league is 
the prospect of mak-
ing it to the play-
offs.  Since the Iron 
Blue Lions came in 
first place, we didn't 
just make it to the 
play-offs, we also 
earned a first-round 
bye.  A bye is when 
the top teams get to 
skip the first round of 
the play-offs as a 
reward for their suc-
cess during the regular season.  The other team to earn a bye was RMS. 
 
On Monday, the first round took place, with the winners being Waldorf and EH.  Those two 
teams had a quick turnaround as they had to play the semi-final round the next day.  In the 
early game, RMS defeated Waldorf.  RTA's game was a rematch of the first game of the year, 
against EH.   
 
The starters, Avi, Dovid, Jeremy, Reuben and Eliyahu Francis played great and imposed their 
will on the opposing team.  Avi, Jeremy, & Eliyahu all hit from 'down town' (that's a three point-
er folks),  with Avi 'in the zone' raining down five treys. Wow!! 
 
Regarding the exciting 47 - 12 victory, Coach Todd Weinberger said that he was "highly im-
pressed by the great team effort.  Our shooting made the difference."  Coach Rich Lehman 
stated: "We shut down their best player with some fantastic box and one defense." 
 
 

(continued on next page …) 
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RTA Basketball 

 

Tuesday's action set the table for Thursday's Championship Game - RTA vs RMS.  
 
(Semi-interesting trivia: RTA played EH & RMS to start the season and now playing them 
again, in the same order, in the play-offs.) 
 
 
 
NEWS UPDATE:  
 
Unfortunately, our team came up short in the Championship Game.   Our boys came home 
with the League 2nd-place trophy.  We salute our tough opponents form last night—Richmond 
Montessori School.  Game details and photos will appear in next week's V'ahavta. 
 
There is more Iron-Blue Lions basketball on the way, including the RTA vs Dads Classic 
at the WJCC, on Monday, March 2!! 
 
 
A special thank you to Keith Rakofsky, for his skillful reporting of our games and pho-
tography during this basketball season. 

 

 

(. . .continued from page 3)  



Page 5 V’ahavta 

Tu B’Shevat Program 

We celebrated Tu B’Shevat (the new year for the trees) this past Monday with an exciting and inspir-
ing program. The second graders introduced the program by singing a wonderful Brachos song and 
reciting a Brachos poem. Morah Aronowitz explained that, on Tu B’Shevat, Hashem decides how 
much produce the trees are going to produce for the coming year. We say blessings on food be-
cause we are grateful to Hashem for the delicious food that He provides. We also learned that the 
word "Amen", which means "Hashem is the true and faithful King", is a very precious word to say 
after a  Bracha is said. When saying “Amen” it is as if we are clapping for the King and saying, “Yes, 
the Bracha that was said is the truth”. We also learned that the word “Amen” is powerful and can 
bring a lot of goodness into the world. 

 
We then had a  Brachos party. Each student was given a plate with all the different foods for each of 
the brachos. Then each grade said a bracha out loud and the rest of the school got to answer 
“Amen”. We sure created a lot of good Melachim (angels) at that party. While we ate we listened to 
some inspirational stories that emphasize the power of a Bracha. 

 
There are many people that helped and assisted with the program. Thank you to Morah Jane, Mrs. 
Schaefer, Rabbi Bart, and all the wonderful students who volunteered to help with the set-up and 
clean-up.  
 
 

Special thanks to Morah Aronowitz for creating and running this amazing, enriching program! 
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Third Grade PEP 

(more photos on next page …) 

(. . .continued from page 2)  
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(. . .continued from page 7)  

Third Grade PEP 

(more photos on next page …) 
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(. . .continued from page 8)  

Third Grade PEP 
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The students then went upstairs to the social hall where they had an Oneg Shabbat (Shabbat par-
ty).  The table was filled with what must look like a pre-teen child’s dream.  Cupcakes, cookies, 
candy and soda, as well as many other treats, were in abundance.  At the Oneg, the students 
played a round of the very competitive “friendship game”.  Avi Greene gave an illuminating dvar 
Torah, about the importance of being grateful, from a Rashi in the week’s Torah portion.  At the 
end of the evening, the students and chaperones walked back to their host homes.   
     
All the students arrived bright and early on Shabbat morning at shul for Shacharit and joined with 
the community.  We even got to hear two of our own RTA students, as well as some of the staff, 
receive aliyot (called up to the Torah for special blessings).  During a break from davening, we 
talked about the Jewish people’s journey leaving Egypt and their relationship to their former mas-
ters. After the conclusion of davening, RTA sponsored a kiddush for the entire congregation that 
featured ice cream and much more.  We then proceeded to go to discussion groups, that were 
selected by the students beforehand, on a variety of different subjects including: Jewish lessons 
from Harry Potter, the world to come, and the significance of dreams.  The students engaged 
beautifully, asked questions and learned a lot.    
    
The students joined for an amazing lunch with the RTA staff.  The food was delicious and, while 
we ate, Rabbi Skaist gave an inspiring dvar Torah that included a parable about the importance of 
realizing what is important and not getting distracted by materialism. We then heard thoughtful 
words of Torah from Dovid Aronowitz about putting our faith in Hashem and trusting that Hashem 
will save us even when things are difficult.  Next up, after a few songs and Birkat HaMazon, we 
went to Mincha, the afternoon service.  Afterwards, the students had some free time.  They made 
good use of this by playing games and walking to a nearby park to enjoy the afternoon.   
    
In the evening, the group made their way to Seudah Shlishit.  The boys went to the Shermans and 
the girls went to the Goldbergs.  There was yet more food to be eaten and a great deal of socializ-
ing.  At the girls’ seudah Shlishit, Chaviva David gave a wonderful dvar Torah about Hashem’s 
perfect justice.  At the boys Seudah Shlishit, Natanel Gimpelevich spoke beautifully about how 
different commentaries understood which soldiers were chosen to fight Amalek.  Before Birkat 
Hamazon, we heard from Rabbi Bart about how Hashem doles out reward and punishment meas-
ure for measure. He told an inspiring story about how one man’s kindness for someone in need 
helped to save his own life. 

RTA Middle School Shabbaton 

(. . .continued from front page)  

(continued on next page . . .) 
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We then davened Maariv and heard Havdala.  Everyone quickly scrambled back to their host 
homes, changed, packed their things, and thanked their hosts for their hospitality.  The students 
were then picked up and it was off to the JCC!  First, the girls had a blast going swimming.  At the 
same time, the boys participated in a four-on-four basketball tournament that concluded in a victo-
ry for the team led by Jeremy Levin!  The boys then went swimming while the girls played several 
rounds of knock-out in the gym.  Afterwards, we all came together for lasagna and ice cream. 
 
The Shabbaton concluded with a kumzitz (singing circle) led by Rabbi Sherman Sr.  We heard a 
beautiful dvar Torah by Jeremy Levin about Moshe and Aharon and their unique roles helping win 
the war with Amalek.  We sang until the close when the students got picked up.   
     
The weekend was packed with exhilarating and inspiring moments that will live in the memories of 
each of these children forever.  A special thank you to the staff who made this experience possible 
for your children: Rabbi Bart, Rabbi Sherman Sr., Morah Perel, Morah Aronowitz, Mrs. Plotnick, 
Mrs. Lessin, Mrs. Arielle Sherman and Mrs. Marlena Cantor.  A big thank you to the following fam-
ilies who hosted students, gave rides, chaperoned, cooked and did anything and everything we 
asked for: Aronowitz, Bart, Eichelberg, Francis, Freedlander, Goldberg Jr., Greene, Yitzy & Deena 
Klestzick, Lessin, Soloveichik, Rakofsky, and Weinberger.  We also want to thank the many par-
ents who generously helped to sponsor this event!  We were overwhelmed by the support that this 
Shabbaton received and feel so fortunate to have been able to provide this unique experience to 
the amazing students of RTA! 
 
 

• Rabbi Menachem Sherman 
 

 

We are all filled with gratitude and admiration for the  dynamic duo -  

Rabbi Menachem & Arielle Sherman - who created and directed this    

incredible Shabbaton for our children.   

It was pretty hard to top last year’s….and yet they did so, creating what was 

clearly THE BEST EVER……!!!! 

RTA Middle School Shabbaton 

(. . .continued from page 10)  
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RTA Middle School Shabbaton 

(. . .continued from page 11)  

 

 



Page 13 V’ahavta 

 Box Tops for Education Program 

Congratulations to the Chandler family for bringing in the most box tops during the 

month of January and winning an Amazon gift card. They scanned box tops on the Box 

Tops app in addition to sending in box tops ! 

 

Thank you to all of those who sent in box tops! They all add up! 

 

Please remember to send in your box tops in a Ziploc bag labeled with your family's 

name and put it in the Box Tops for Education box located in the hallway.  

 

Alternatively, you can now use the new Box Tops app to scan in your receipts containing 

qualifying items. 

 

Thank you for helping to support our 

school!! 
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Yisro (Exodus 18-20)  
 

The mitzvah to know there is a G-d. 
 
The first of the Ten Commandments is, "I am the Lord your G-d, Who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt..." The Sages ask: What exactly is this commanding us to do? Surely, it is a statement, 
not a commandment. 
 
As a result, some commentaries answer that there are in fact only nine commandments; but who 
ever said there were 10? The Hebrew is aseret hadibrot - the ten "statements," not 
"commandments." 
 
Most commentators, however, do consider this first line to be a commandment. They say that it is 
an obligation to "know" that G-d exists. 
 
The Malbim, a 19th century commentator asks a famous question on this. It is absolutely impossi-
ble that anyone should command you to know that they exist. Follow this reasoning: If you know 
that they exist already, then there is no need for a command. And if you do not know that they ex-
ist, then who is commanding you?! In other words, why should you take seriously the command of 
someone you don't think exists? And if you think he does exist, then the command to know that he 
exists becomes superfluous! 
 
The Malbim answers very simply: Many people have faith that G-d exists. They feel it, but are un-
sure exactly why. The first of the Ten Commandments is to know that G-d exists - not to believe, to 
have faith, or to sort of "think it to be the case." The Torah says you must examine the evidence 
and come to a rational and logical conclusion. Now there's a religion with self-confidence. Don't 
have faith, says the first of the Ten Commandments. Rather, examine the evidence and decide for 
yourself. We're confident of the conclusion you will come to. 
  
But why all the fuss? Whether a person with faith or one with knowledge, don't both equally accept 
the existence of G-d? 
 
The difference is quite significant. Firstly, knowledge, by nature, is more reliable than faith. Faith is 
an emotion. When stronger emotions come along - such as love or pain - you might just change 
your mind about what you believe in. 
 
But more importantly, faith and knowledge produce very different relationships. Knowledge means 
there is a G-d even when you don't feel like dealing with Him. Faith is much more flexible. It's as 
strong, or as weak, as you feel the need for it to be. Faith is the human being in control of G-d. 
Knowledge is G-d in control of the human being. 

 
 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 

 

 

Parsha Points 

Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 
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