
 

Attention Parents! 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Monday, April 1. 
Please take the opportunity to complete and turn in your contracts as soon 

as possible.  This will be a significant help in our planning for next year. 
 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online - click  
for the link: 

 

  http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-

Contract_online.pdf 
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The Jewish Community Federation of Richmond Super Sunday event 
this past week was a successful one for the entire Jewish community, 
and an awesome day for RTA. 
  
In just one session of phone-a-thon, over $100,000 was raised for our 
Federation.  RTA was a major player in the success of this endeavor, 
as an overwhelming turnout of volunteers were RTA families and 
friends.  
  
Super Sunday 2019 was a  powerful demonstration of the vital role 
RTA fulfills in the Richmond Jewish community. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks to all of the RTA  parents, students, alumni, staff, 
and board members who participated!!  

 

Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, Dec. 13 
4:34 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Dec. 14 
Shabbat ends 

5:37 p.m. 
 

RTA Shines at JCFR Super Sunday 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 14 
 PCL Program 

6:45 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec. 15 
RUN-A-LATKE 

9:30 am @ WJCC 
 
 

 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 17 
Computer Coding  

3:40  - 5:00 pm 
 

Soccer 
3:40 - 5:00 pm 

  
RMS vs. RTA 

6:00 pm @ Waldorf School 
 
 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 
7th/8th Grade Better 

Together Program @WJCC 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 

Thursday, Dec. 19 
Chanukah Carnival 

1:30 - 3:30pm 
 

 

(more photos on page 8. . .) 
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RTA 8th Grade  

Presents: 
 

HOT DOG CAFÉ 
 

Tuesday, December 17th 

 

Hot dog with Bun  

Corn 

Chips 

Sliced vegetables 

Dessert 

Lemonade 

 

All for only $5.00! 

 

 

 

 

 
Our thanks to Mrs. Cynthia Follick for her generous       

sponsorship of this cafe! 
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WHAT IS IT? 
 The PEP (Parallel Education for Parents) Program is a nationally acclaimed 
program piloted by RTA in  1993.  PEP is designed for parents to come together with 
their children and their Jewish studies teachers for an exciting evening of learning and 
fun! 
 The evening will be followed by tasty refreshments (including our traditional 
PEP M&M’s). 
 

WHY IS IT? 
 There is little that we as parents value more than our children’s education, 
growth, and happiness.  You know how excited children are when they come and 
share with you something they learned at school.  Now you have a unique oppor-
tunity to have your children actually share their school, their classroom, and their 
learning experiences with you as they happen. 

 
WHEN IS IT?  
 This year we are beginning a two year rotation:  The current year will feature 
PEP for grades K-3, and next school year we will have PEP for grades 4-8.  This year’s 
schedule is as follows: 

 
Mondays  

  
January 13, 6:15-7:30 p.m.: Kindergarten - Morah Perel 
January 27, 6:15-7:30 p.m.: First Grade - Morah Joan 

February 3, 6:30-7:45 p.m.: Second Grade - Morah Aronowitz 
February 10, 6:30-7:45 p.m.: Third Grade - Rabbi Sherman 

 
 

Come with your child and experience an unforgettable  
evening of  learning and  fun—together!! 

  

For Grades 

K-3!! 



RTA AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

2019-20 WINTER SESSION 

 

NEW!! CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH   

Instructor: Mrs. Alona  Ioanidis     

Grades K-3 

Through pictures and stories students will get accustomed with basic Spanish vocabulary; be able to understand, 
ask and answer questions; and express themselves in full basic sentences. Adding another language to their 
learning program at this age stimulates mental activity and expands their analytical abilities!  

Wednesdays 3:45-5:00; January 8 – March 18    

Cost - $85 for 11 weeks 

 

Grades 4-8  

This Spanish Class program will include a combination of Spanish as a second language as well as aspects of 
Spanish culture through texts, videos, stories, discussions (European Spanish and Latin American Spanish     
cultures: their differences and similarities). In this Spanish course, students will become familiarized with the    
language's vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar up to the point of acquiring a good understanding of the 
basic language; whereas the cultural component provides a unique opportunity to practice Spanish in the class-
room.  

Thursdays 3:45-5:00; January 9 - March 19    

Cost - $85 for 11 weeks 

 

COMPUTER CODING-Session II   Grades 3-8  

Instructor: Mr. Avi Chandler   

Students continue learning to create their own video games, animations, and digital art using the MIT developed 
language, Scratch. They'll use creativity, learn programming concepts, and develop problem solving skills in this 
fun class. 

Tuesdays 3:40-5:00; January 7 - March 17    

Cost - $80 for 10 weeks 

 

SOCCER-Session II        Grades K-4 

Instructor: Mr. Haseem Copeland   

This program is perfect both for beginners and those who have some experience, and open to students who were 
not in the first session. Participants will have a ton of fun as they also get lots of exercise and learn the fundamen-
tals of this great game.  

Tuesdays 3:40-5:00; January 7 - March 17    

Cost - $80 for 10 week 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

To sign up for after school activities, please tear off this section and send it in with payment enclosed to 

the RTA office.  Signup deadline for all activities:  Thursday, January 2 

 

Name              Grade                   Program(s)       Payment Enclosed     Parent’s E-mail 
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RTA Shines at JCFR Super Sunday 

(. . .continued from front page)  
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(more photos on next page…) 

The Kindergarten Makes Latkes! 

Got Oil? 

 

The kindergarten class was treated to a delicious culinary delight in honor of the upcoming holiday of 
Chanukah.  With the help of wonderful parents, we had the chance to eat our first latkes in class!  The 
result was a heavenly crispy latke for each of us, with some applesauce of course.  The smell of latkes 
cooking wafted through the entire school, tantalizing teachers and students alike. 
 

A big thank you to Mrs. Yali Klestzick, Mrs. Tzofi Rendon, Ms. Heather Schneiderman and Dr.  
Yehoshua Weinstein for cheerfully overseeing the production of latkes from start to finish.  
 

We all agree that having latkes - that are fried in a generous amount of oil - is a delicious way to cele-
brate the miracle of the Chanukah oil! 
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The Kindergarten Makes Latkes! 

(. . .continued from page 9) 



Page 11 V’ahavta 

RTA Basketball 

Iron Blue Lions Season Kicks Off With a Victory 
 
The 6th-8th grade boys have been hard at work these last few months, honing their basketball 
skills and practicing their plays. You may have heard that with so many boys wanting to play ball 
this season, that there was going to be two separate teams.  That was true, but in the end, the 
coaches decided to group the boys all together as one unit. 
 
The big news this year is that RTA joined a league for the first time in many years.  The league 
has eight teams and a nine game schedule, followed by the play-offs.  All league games are held 
at the Waldorf School or New Community School.  
 
RTA is planning to play a few games outside of the league as well. 
 
This week, the team played their first game on Tuesday, December 10th, against Elijah 
House.  It was a very exciting win and all the boys were able to get some playing time.  The final 
score was 26-19. 
 
Thanks go out to our great coaches, Todd Weinberger, Rich Lehman, and Avi Gunzburg. And 
props to the Team Mom, Lea Yadin, and score-book keeper, Maya Yadin. 
 
Thank you to Mr. Keith Rakofsky for writing this summary and taking photos during the game. 
 
You're all invited to the next game @ 6pm on Tuesday, Dec. 17th at Waldorf, to cheer on your 
Iron Blue Lions. 
 

 

(more photos on next page…) 
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RTA Basketball 

(. . .continued from page 11) 
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Box Tops for Education Program 

Congratulations to the Farzad family for bringing in the most box tops during the 

month of November and winning an Amazon gift card. They scanned box tops on the Box 

Top app in addition to sending in box tops ! 

 

Thank you to all of those who sent in box tops! They all add up! 

 

Please remember to send in your box tops in a Ziploc bag labeled with your family's 

name and put it in the Box Tops for Education box located in the hallway.  

 

Alternatively, you can now use the new Box Tops app to scan in your receipts containing 

qualifying items. 

 

Thank you for helping to support our school!! 
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Vayishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:43) 
 

The Value of Life 
 

This week's Parsha finds Yaakov crossing the Jordan River into Israel. Besides a family of 15, Yaa-

kov's entourage includes a slew of servants, and large herds of goats, camels, donkeys and cattle. 

Safely crossing the Jordan was quite a project! 
 

After sending everyone across the river, the Torah says that "Yaakov remained alone" (Genesis 

32:25). Why was he alone on the far side of the river? The Talmud (Chulin 91a) says that "Yaakov 

forgot some small earthenware jugs and returned to retrieve them." 
 

Here is Yaakov, an extremely wealthy man, and he's risking another trip across the river to retrieve 

some dime-a-dozen jugs?!  Is a wealthy man so fussy over a few pennies that he has left behind? 
 

Of course, one should calculate the value of his time before undertaking to retrieve lost property. 

But Yaakov lived with the understanding that all the possessions God gives are for a purpose. As 

such they are precious jewels to be infused with meaning and purpose. To Yaakov, the fact they 

were inexpensive was of no consequence. The world is brimming with potential waiting to be ful-

filled. 
 

Intrinsic Value 

 
In the Torah account of creation, God commands the Earth to produce vegetation, including "Aitz 

pri oseh pri" - fruit trees that produce fruit (Genesis 1:11). But the verse could have simply said 

"trees that produce fruit." Why the redundant "FRUIT trees that produce fruit?" 
 

The commentators explain that God wanted not only the tree to produce fruit, but also that the 

wood itself should be "fruity." We see from here that the wood of the tree is not merely a means to 

an end, but has intrinsic value in and of itself. 
 

So it is with everything in our world. 
 

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber explains this concept with a metaphor: Let's say I'm thirsty, so I ask a friend to 

bring me water. He brings me water in a paper cup, and what do I do? I drink the water and throw 

out the cup. 
 

But now let's say I'm wandering in the desert and dying of thirst. So I lift my eyes to Heaven and 

say, "God - I'm dying - please make a miracle and send water!" And lo and behold, a hand reaches 

down from Heaven and gives me water in a paper cup. So I drink the water... But what about the 

cup? I'm not going to throw it away - a cup from Heaven is a great souvenir! Because God could 

have sent me the water any way He wanted: He could have made it rain, or created an oasis, or 

simply opened my mouth and poured the water in. So the fact that God included a paper cup says  

Parsha Points 

Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 

(continued on next page…) 
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That He not only wanted me to have the water, He wanted me to have the cup as well. 

 

Our lives are filled with objects, items, people and ideas. Each has its own purpose and meaning, 

waiting to be discovered. 

 

To be a Tzaddik 

 
We've all heard the term "Tzaddik" - a perfectly righteous person. But what defines a Tzaddik? 

Good deeds? Pious behavior? Indeed, these are attributes. But what truly defines the Tzaddik is that 

he looks at every possession and situation in his life as coming directly from God. In that, all of life 

is meaningful. 

 

This outlook is emphasized again in our parsha. After 20 years apart, Yaakov is reunited with his 

twin brother Esav. In describing their state of affairs, Esav says: "I have a lot;" Yaakov says "I have 

everything." (Genesis 33:9-11) 

 

The difference is subtle, but in fact speaks volumes. Esav is saying: "I have a lot..." but I sure could 

use more! Whereas Yaakov is saying: "According to my part in God's grand eternal plan, I have 

everything - exactly as I need." Everything is a special gift from God. Everything is an opportunity 

to get closer to God. 

 

Disposable Life? 
 

Today, society is plagued by a disease called "Disposability." We have forgotten the principle that 

"everything has value." When a toaster breaks, we buy a new one. When a shirt tears, we get a new 

one. And how do we subconsciously carry this into our relationships? When a marriage is dull, do 

we get a new one? 

 

How does "disposability" affect the overall value society places on life? How does this impact en-

vironmental conservation? How does this impact violent crime? 

 

In Deuteronomy 20:19, the Torah commands us not to cut down fruit trees. This extrapolates to a 

general prohibition against being wasteful, called "Bal Tash'chit." Just as in the Garden of Eden, 

the fruit tree represents that which has intrinsic value. And the principle applies to all of life. 

 

Take stock of your tools. Your talents, ideas, friends, resources. Figure out their meaning and pur-

pose. Be grateful for all that you have. Don't be so quick to throw it away. Recognize how life is 

ordered exactly the way it's supposed to be. And actualize the full beauty and potential of this and 

every moment. 

 
 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 

 

Parsha Points 

 
(. . .continued from page 14) 
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Everyone is cordially invited on Tuesday, December 17th, for a free movie screening of Miss Virginia, and 
meet representatives from the Virginia Parents Network - a group of parents across the state of Virginia 

who support the Virginia Education Improvement Scholarship Tax Credits Program and robust educa-

tional options for children.  
 
Miss Virginia is a great showcase of what can happen when parents make their voices heard and fight for edu-

cational options for their children. Based on a true story, the film stars Emmy® winner Uzo Aduba as a strug-
gling single mother who is losing her fifteen-year-old son to the rough streets of Washington, D.C. Unwilling 
to see him drop out and deal drugs, she places him in a private school. But when she can’t afford tuition, she 
launches a movement to change the system that is destroying him and thousands like him. Attacked and 
threatened by those who don’t want change—from corrupt politicians to the local drug lord—Virginia must 
discover depths of strength she never knew she had. Her efforts created D.C.’s Opportunity Scholarship Pro-
gram.  
 
This is not an RTA sponsored event so please note that the food served is not under kosher supervision.  The 
movie will begin at 6:30 pm.  During the film, the event hosts will be providing free professional childcare for 
children under the age of 13 at Cartwheels and Coffee (2820 W Cary St.). Please RSVP for this free event by 
Monday, December 16 at https://tinyurl.com/MissVirginiaRichmond. 
 
For more information, please contact Stuart Cantor at  scantor@trustmor.com 

https://tinyurl.com/MissVirginiaRichmond
mailto:scantor@trustmor.com

