
 

Attention Parents! 
 

Enrollment Contracts for next year are due in the office by Monday, April 1. 
Please take the opportunity to complete and turn in your contracts as soon 

as possible.  This will be a significant help in our planning for next year. 
 

For your convenience, the enrollment contract is available online - click  
for the link: 

 

  http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-

Contract_online.pdf 

 March 22, 2019     15 Adar II, 5779 

Last Friday was a proud day for RTA, as a wonderful crowd of Grandparents 
and Special Friends celebrated one of our most beautiful Grandparents Day 
programs ever!  Along with the de-
light of learning together with the 
children in their classrooms,      
enjoying a wonderful variety show, 
and lots of tasty refreshments,   
everyone had a special treat with 
the family photo booth! 
  
Our thanks for this magnificent 
event go to our hard-working     
volunteers, talented staff and    
delightful students. 
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Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, March 22 
7:05 p.m. 

 

Saturday, March 23 
Shabbat ends 

8:09 p.m. 

(continued on page 2 . . .) 

 

Standardized Testing will be held next week; 
for Grades 3, 4 and 6: Monday-Wednesday 

 

 

 

Monday, March 25 
8th Grade Lunch Cafe 

(Please see flyer on page 10) 
 

Art Club 
3:40 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, March 26 

What’s Cooking?! 
3:45 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday, March 28 

Computer Coding 
3:40 - 5:00 p.m.  

 

Soccer 
3:40 - 5:00 p.m. 

Better Together Program 

Our 7th and 8th grade students and Better Together seniors really enjoyed 
our pre-Purim party this past Wednesday.  
 
We packed Shalach Manos 
and designed Purim cards to 
share with one another. 
Then we heard great words 
of Torah about the Purim 
story from our very own Mo-
rah Arielle Sherman!!  
We all enjoyed watching a 
Better Together slideshow 
with all our highlights and 
favorite memories from this 
year.   

(continued on page 7 . . .) 

file:///C:/Users/Susan/Desktop/V'ahavta 3-1-19.pub
http://rudlin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2019_2020-Enrollment-Contract_online.pdf


Page 2 V’ahavta 

Grandparents & Special Friends Day 

(. . . continued from front page) 

Special thanks to: 
  
Mrs. Robyn Galpern – Grandparents Day Chair  
 
Mrs. Judy Lessin & Morah Perel Sherman  - Grandparents Day committee 
  
Mrs. Susan Press & Dr. Bob Weisberger - for photography 
 
Mr. Roger Hommel & Rabbi Elliot Plotnick - for videography 
 
Mr. Noah Stidham – for a very impressive array of musical performances 
and for sound set-up 
 
Mrs. Chana Weiss, Mrs.  Hallie Weinstein, Mrs. Cynthia Follick, Dr. David Galpern, Mrs. Diane 
Goldberg, Dr. Tino Habib, Mrs. Hilary Bender, Mrs. Karen Farzad, Mrs. Melanie Feldstein, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fitzgerald, Mrs. Yosepha Leah Follick, Mrs. Sorah Plotnick, Mr. Eric Miller, Morah 
Devorah Aronowitz, Morah Jane Samora, Mrs. Lin Hardy, Mrs. Robin Odom,  Mr. Avery Lynn, 
Mrs. Noa Klestzick, Mr. Robert Hill, the Shaarei Torah students & the Galpern children – for 
food, setup and assistance. 

(more photos on next page. . . ) 
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Grandparents & Special Friends Day 

(. . . continued from page 2) 

(more photos on next page. . . ) 
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Grandparents & Special Friends Day 

(. . . continued from page 3) 

(more photos on next page. . . ) 
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Grandparents & Special Friends Day 

(. . . continued from page 4) 

(more photos on next page. . . ) 
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Grandparents & Special Friends Day 

(. . . continued from page 5) 
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Better Together Program 

(. . .continued from front page) 

Of course, it wouldn’t be Purim without fresh homemade hamantaschen!!! Students and seniors  
enjoyed working together to create their very own delicious hamantaschen with their favorite fillings.  
 
We then logged into Google Classroom to work on our Better Together interviews.  We have so 
many meaningful ideas to share. 
 
Finally, we ended the day with a delicious (Purim Seudah) lunch of meat sauce, spaghetti, garlic 
bread, fried rice, fresh fruit and spice cake.  
 
Thank you to all our amazing parents and volunteers who drove, served and helped in every way!! 
A special thank you to Rabbi Elliot Plotnick for creating a beautiful, inspiring Better Together video 
and to Susan Press for taking pictures during our event. 
Thank you to the Weinstein JCC for its support and partnership in making our groups Better  
Together.  
 

The Better Together Program is generously supported by a prominent national foundation.  

(more photos on next page  …)  
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Better Together Program 

(. . .continued from page 7) 

(more photos on next page  …)  
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Better Together Program 

(. . .continued from page 8) 
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8th Grade 

Lunch cafe 
 

Monday, March 25th, 
we’re  serving grilled cheese 

sandwiches, tomato soup 
and dessert! 
For only $5 
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 Adar Fun with YVA 

(more photos on next page. . . ) 
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  Adar Fun with YVA 

(. . .continued from page 11) 
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Tzav (Leviticus 6-8) 
Shabbat HaGadol 

 

 

To Pray or Not to Pray 

Harold is walking down a darkened alley, when he's suddenly confronted by two masked men carrying 

guns. Fearing for his life, Harold throws his hands heavenward and begins to pray, "God, save me, 

please save me! I'll do anything, God ― I'll go to synagogue every day, I'll take that long-overdue trip 

to Israel, and I'll even give half my income to charity!" 

 

At that moment, a police car pulls into the alley, and the thugs flee. Harold looks heavenward and says, 

"Never mind, God, I took care of it myself!" 

 

 

Essence of Prayer 

This week's parsha describes how offerings brought to the Temple in Jerusalem were a primary means 

of connecting with God. Today however, our primary connection is through the medium of prayer. 

(For example, the Shacharit and Mincha services correspond to the morning and afternoon "Tamid" 

offerings.) Every Jew is his own miniature "Temple." No intermediary necessary. 

 

And while God answers all prayers, sometimes the answer is "No." We may be asking for the wrong 

thing without realizing it. A good parent will not lend the car keys to a teenager who is not yet respon-

sible enough to handle it. All the begging in the world will not get a good parent to change his mind. 

 

But prayer is our opportunity to move beyond these limitations. The Hebrew word for prayer, "li-heet-

pallel," comes from the root "pallel," which means to inspect. The prefix "li-heet" is the reflexive form 

― denoting an action that one does to oneself. Li-heet-pallel, therefore, is an act of personal introspec-

tion. When we pray, we look inside and ask, "What do I need to change about myself in order to get 

what I really want out of life?" 

 

This process of self-transformation means that today I may no longer be the same person who God said 

"no" to yesterday. 

 

Sometimes we only appreciate something when it's taken away. When we've had the flu and then re-

cover, we appreciate what it means to be healthy. But we shouldn't have to get sick in order to appreci-

ate our health! 

 

Blessings are the Jewish version of "Stop and smell the roses." The Sages say that one way to guaran-

tee good health is to say "Asher Yatzar" with sincerity. "Asher Yatzar" is the blessing that Jews says, 

believe it or not, after using the bathroom. We thank God for creating our bodies with a wondrously 

complex system of ducts and tubes. And we acknowledge that if any one of them were improperly rup-

tured or blocked, we could no longer stay alive. Saying this blessing with sincerity affirms our grati-

tude for good health. 

 

 

Parsha Points 

Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 

(continued on next page . . .) 
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We can learn our lesson without the experience of having it taken away. 

 

 

Appreciate the Gifts 

If prayer is solely for our benefit, then why does Jewish prayer always begin with praise of God? 

One purpose of this praise is to sensitize us to God's awesome capacity to help. We take the time to 

recognize and appreciate all that He does for us. 

 

And He does so much! We know that our parents love us because of all they've given us, yet God has 

given us gifts that are infinitely more valuable. If a human being would restore your eyesight, imagine 

the gratitude you'd feel? Yet God has given us eyes, ears, intelligence ― life itself. This knowledge 

that the Almighty can do anything is what ultimately gives us the strength and resolve to push beyond 

our limits. 

 

That's why when a Jew prays in the morning, he begins with blessings that acknowledge our eyesight, 

mobility, consciousness and freedom. These awaken our appreciation for all the gifts God has be-

stowed upon us and remind us of how much God loves us. When we appreciate what we have, God 

will want to give us more. 

 

It's the same with a parent and child. If I give my daughter a new toy, and she grabs it without any ap-

preciation, then I as a good parent should not give her any more toys until she appreciates what she 

already has! We can understand that the son of a billionaire would be spoiled if his parents gave him 

everything he needed without having to work for it. 

 

The same is true of our relationship with God. Certainly He can give us whatever we need; God is infi-

nitely richer and more powerful than the biggest billionaire. But since God has our best interests at 

heart, He wants us to grow, to earn it ― and to become great. 

 

 

So Much Food, So Little Time 

This week's parsha (Vayikra 7:11-15) discusses the Korbon Todah, the thanksgiving offering brought 

to Jerusalem by anyone who survives a dangerous situation ― e.g. recovering from a bad illness, or 

arriving safely from an overseas journey. This thanksgiving offering consists of 40 loaves of bread, 

which the person then eats as a festive meal in commemoration of having been saved. 

 

The Talmud notes two unusual characteristics of the thanksgiving offering that distinguishes it from 

other, similar offerings: (1) It involves an enormous quantity of food ― 40 loaves, and (2) All the 

loaves must be consumed within an exceptionally short amount of time ― less than 24 hours. Obvi-

ously, the person who brings this thanksgiving offering could never eat that much food in such a short 

time! So why would the Torah prescribe such parameters? 

 

The answer is that the Torah wants to create a situation whereby someone will not only appreciate his 

good fortune, but will share that appreciation with others. With all this food to eat, he will be com-

pelled to invite family and friends to share the story of how he was saved from danger. 

  

 
 

 
 
 

Parsha Points 

 
(. . .continued from page 13) 

(continued on next page . . .) 
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Today, without our Holy Temple, we recite the thanksgiving blessing (Birkat HaGomel) in the syna-

gogue during the Torah reading service. 

 

Publicizing God's protection is us how we strengthen our connection and belief. This is the essence of 

Kiddush Hashem, the public sanctification of God's Name. After the coming of the Messiah and the 

perfection of the world, there will be no further need for offerings of atonement, because people will 

no longer sin. But there will always be thanksgiving offerings, because the human need to express grat-

itude is eternal. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 

Parsha Points 

 
(. . .continued from page 14) 
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