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This year’s Chanukah Happening was a wonderful treat for the huge 
crowd in attendance.  The evening began with the Chanukah candle-
lighting and blessings by 1st grade student Elana Asher, followed 
by  an inspiring d’var Torah from 8th grade student William Minor. 
  
Then it was time for the feature presentation - the juggling performance 
of Jesse Joyner.  Mr. Joyner enthralled all 
with an amazing array of feats, ranging 
from balancing a floor-to-ceiling ladder 
and gigantic scissors on his nose, to juggl-
ing machetes. 
His wonderful sense of humor and ability 
to involve the students were great assets 
in his impressive performance. 
 
Afterwards everyone had a great time so-
cializing over tasty latkes, donuts & lem-
onade. 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped 
make this evening a great success:   
Mrs. Amy Beth Lehman, Mr. John Minor & 
Morah Jane Samora. 
  
Special thanks to our event chair - Mrs. Sorah Plotnick, and to 
our  PVA president, Mrs. Yali Klestzick  for making this wonderful 
event possible! 
 
 

RTA Chanukah Happening 

(more photos on pages 5-6…)  

 

Candle Lighting 
 

Friday, Dec. 16 

4:35 p.m. 
 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
Shabbat ends 

5:38 p.m. 
 

 

   
 

Friday, Dec. 23 

4:38 p.m. 
 

Saturday, Dec. 24 
Shabbat ends 

5:42 p.m. 
 

   
 

Friday, Dec. 30 

4:43 p.m. 
 

Saturday, Dec. 31 
Shabbat ends 

5:46 p.m. 

 

Monday, Jan. 2 
Classes Resume 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 4 
Board Meeting 

 

Thursday, Jan. 5 
Mishmar  3:45 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 21- 
Friday, Dec. 30 

Winter Break 
No Classes 

 

Saturday, Dec. 24 
First Night of Chanukah 

 

 

 

Happy Chanukah! 
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Bingo is RTA’s single biggest fundraiser, and your assistance enables us to ensure that RTA 
has the necessary financial resources to provide our children an outstanding education.  
Please pitch in to help keep RTA healthy and growing. 
  
If you know you will have a free day, and want to do an RTA mitzvah while having a good time 
working and bonding with other parents – please email Robin Odom (mrsodom@rudlin.com) to 
volunteer, or just sign up on the Sign-up Genius for any week with open slots.    
 
And if you need a ride—your Uber is on us! Just send us your Uber bill and we will be glad to 
reimburse you.  
  
Remember that in bingo fundraising - every person makes a huge difference!  

BINGO 

Ellen Renee Adams 

Rabbi Michael & Devorah Aronowitz 

Elliott Bender 

Bill & Audrey Chumbris 

Zhanna Dolganski 

Melanie Feldstein 

Rich & Diane Goldberg 

Josh Goldberg 

Avi Gunzburg 

David Hecht 

Meggie Hirsch 

 

 THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!!! 
 

To our selfless, dedicated volunteers for their gracious time commitment in working bingo 
in November!!   
  
Each month in the V’ahavta we will thank those who have worked bingo for RTA either  
Saturday night (11:00 PM - 3:00 AM) or Sunday (11:30 AM - 3:30 PM).   

Shevy Holi 

Benjamin Lehman 

Yael Levin 

Avery Lynn 

Robin Odom 

Mary Siegel 

Bob Weisberger 

David Winston & 

 Rebecca Kalman Winston  

Jacob Zedd 

Leah Zitter 

mailto:mrsodom@rudlin.com
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RTA AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Winter Session 
 

 

ART CLUB 

(K-4th grade) 

 

Morah Jane Samora continues one of our most successful and long-running 

enrichment programs.  You will be amazed at how Morah Jane’s creativity 

helps students transform the most insignificant scrap items into beautiful pro-

jects, and her students have fun every step of the way. 

 

Tuesdays 3:40-5:00; January 17 - March 7 

Cost - $70 for 8 weeks 

Class maximum - 15 students 

 

 

SOCCER 

Continuing for a 3rd session! 
Now Open to 5th Grade Students 

 

KG-5th grade 

Mondays 3:40-4:55; January 9 – March 27 

Cost - $70 for 9 weeks 

Class maximum : 18 students 

 

 

And Introducing… GIRLS’ MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL 

For 5th-8th graders 

Tuesday afternoons, dates and time TBD. 

If interested, please call the school office (353-1110) or email  

rabbibart@rudlin.com 

 

And don’t forget - Mishmar continues on Thursdays until Pesach! 

 

Please call the school office with any questions about our after-school 

programs. 
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RTA Chanukah Happening 

(. . .continued from front page ) 

(more photos on next page …)  
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RTA Chanukah Happening 

(. . .continued from page 5) 
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Chanukah Carnival 2016 

This past Tuesday afternoon, our annual Chanukah Carnival took place. There were 14 
games to play in the classrooms, gym and art room. At the end of the day every student 
and teacher received a tall thermal cup with the RTA logo on it.  
 
Thanks to the many people who helped make this event possible: The Shaarei Torah  
students, the 7th and 8th grade students, the teachers and staff, and Mrs. Susan Press, 
our photographer. Without our student council fundraiser, we could not have made this 
happen.  Special thanks to Mrs. Klosenberg & Morah Jane Samora for making this        
wonderful event possible every year!! 

(more photos on next page . . .) 
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Chanukah Carnival 2016 

(. . .continued from page 7) 
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Shabbat Party - RTA Second Grade and WJCC Preschool 

Last Friday the second graders joined the JCC Shabbat party. Our students are so musi-
cally talented that it was no surprise that they did a wonderful job singing! The children 
sang two songs that were taught to them by Ms. Gaelyn Elliot, their music teacher, which 
included an impressive display of sign language. They also sang songs about Chanukah 
and the Parsha which they had learned with Morah Aronowitz.  Well done second graders! 
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On Tuesday, the RTA Chess Club held its final session of the year. 
 

After weeks of playing, learning, and improving, the children were ready to celebrate their 
accomplishments with medals, trophies, and a party. The event was well attended, with 
family and friends cheering them on. 
 

The annual RTA chess club tournament results were announced and awards were distrib-
uted. 
 
The medal awardees were Avraham Gruber, Elina Habib, Theo Hirsch, Ezra Holi, Angelina 
Klein, and Daneel Olihnenco. Great job!! 
 

Our top performers were: 
 

Tied for 3rd Place: 
Yehoshua Gunzburg 
Doniel Plotnick 
Nathaniel Rakofsky 
 

2nd Place: 
Daniel Gunzburg 
 

1st Place: 
Dovid Aronowitz 
 

Congrats to Dovid, who worked very diligently and finished the tournament with a record of 
3-0-1. 
 

Mazel Tov to the chess club members and thanks to their chess coach, Mr. Rakofsky. 

Chess Club Awards and Party 
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Third Grade Trip to Krispy Kreme Doughnuts 

Our Miracle Trip 

 
What better way is there for RTA’s third graders to experience the miracle of the oil of Cha-
nukah than partaking in Krispy Kreme donuts?  And what better way is there to enjoy a do-
nut than at Krispy Kreme headquarters on Broad Street? 

 
Our third graders thoroughly enjoyed watching the donuts as they fried, and enjoyed their 
own specially chosen donuts. Though this year we will not be in school during Chanukah, 
the third graders had an early taste of Chanukah fun! 
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Chanukah Celebrations in Kindergarten 

Krispy Kreme Trip 

 
Last week, the kindergartners hit the road to go to Krispy Kreme for a Chanukah traditional 
favorite: Doughnuts! Anticipation was in the air for days before this event.  The kinder-
gartners were not disappointed.  Their faces shown when they entered the Krispy Kreme 
Donut headquarters.  How exciting it was to watch the donuts begin their metamorphosis 
as unbaked dough, and travel through the conveyer belt, float in hot oil, and become tasty 
donuts!  Of course the trip included a donut for each student.  A favorite part of the trip was 
eating alongside each child’s beloved TLC partner from Shaarei Torah High School.  We all 
had a wonderful time - and enjoyed the balloon we each received as a souvenir! 

(more photos on next page . . .) 
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Chanukah Celebrations in Kindergarten 

Krispy Kreme Trip 

(. . .continued from page 12) 
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Chanukah Celebrations in Kindergarten 

Latkas, Latkas, Good to Eat! 
 

On Wednesday, the kindergartners were treated to an 
authentic Chanukah tradition.  Our housekeeping stove 
was transformed into a real working kitchen, as moth-
ers worked hard to peel, grate, and mix a potato mix-
ture which was fried in our classroom into delicious hot 
latkas..   Each of us enjoyed a latka, topped with apple 
sauce.  While we were indulging in our oily treats, many 
students were swooning in the hallway from the tanta-
lizing aroma.   
 

We'd like to thank our dedicated mother chefs, Mrs. Dina Gunzburg, Mrs. Meggie Hirsch, 
Mrs. Hallie Weinstein, and Mrs. Tovi Weinberger who toiled over a hot stove (really a fryer) 
to prepare the delightful potato pancakes.  Now we feel really prepared for the coming 
Chanukah holiday! 
 

Please see our latke recipe on the next page. 
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The Best Ever Latkas! 
  

This recipe is absolutely, hands-down, the best (and easiest) way to make potato latkas 
that are going to be a real hit! 
  

4 eggs, beaten 

4 potatoes, peeled 

1 onion 

1 ½ teaspoons salt 
½ teaspoon black pepper 
1 box of Manischewitz Potato Pancake Mix (kosher section) 

1 ½ cups of water, more if needed 

Lots of oil! 
Optional:  Apple Sauce (for topping) 
   

1.     Mix Potato Pancake Mix with 1 ½ cups of water in a bowl. 
2.     Grate potatoes and onions in a different bowl. 
3.     Heat about ¼ inch of oil in pan or fryer. 
4.     Mix eggs, salt, and pepper into the potato mixture.  Add 

 Potato Pancake Mixture to bowl. (Add water if the mixture is stiff). 
5.     Pour about 2 tablespoons of latka mix into hot oil.  Adjust         

temperature of oil to keep from burning. 
6.     Allow the latkas to brown on each side before turning over. 
7.     Drain latkas on paper towels before serving. 
8.     Optional:  Serve with apple sauce on the side. 

Menorah  
made by the First Grade 
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Chanukah Self Portraits 
by the First Grade 

Yehoshua  Aronowitz Dalia Rubenstein Ronin Lowery Elana Asher 

(continued on next page...) 

Chava Gruber Yisroel Mayer Kayla Galpern Nathan Krumbein 

Iris Krumbein Aaron Poliakoff Stephanie Herman Simon Klestzick 
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Chanukah Self Portraits 
by the First Grade 

 
(...continued from page 16) 

Judah Hecht Phoebe Shoenfeld Jacob Farzad 

Menorahs 
by the Third and Fourth Grade 

Eliyahu Aronowitz Ezra Holi Alexander Klestzick 

Avraham Gruber 

Maya Yadin 

Eliyahu Francis Miri David 

Akiva Yehuda Chandler Tzophia Francis 

(continued on next page...) 
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Menorahs 
by the Third and Fourth Grade 

 
(...continued from page 17) 

Nathaniel Rakofsky 

Theo Hirsch Angelina Klein Doni Plotnick 

Yehoshua Gunzburg 
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Picture Frames 
by the Fourth Grade 
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Parsha Points 
Each week we feature an article on the weekly Torah portion. 
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Vayishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:43) 
 

 

The Value of Life 

 

This week's Parsha finds Yaakov crossing the Jordan River into Israel. Besides a family of 15, 

Yaakov's entourage includes a slew of servants, and large herds of goats, camels, donkeys and 

cattle. Safely crossing the Jordan was quite a project! 

 

After sending everyone across the river, the Torah says that "Yaakov remained 

alone" (Genesis 32:25). Why was he alone on the far side of the river? The Talmud (Chulin 

91a) says that "Yaakov forgot some small earthenware jugs and returned to retrieve them." 

 

Here is Yaakov, an extremely wealthy man, and he's risking another trip across the river to 

retrieve some dime-a-dozen jugs?!  Is a wealthy man so fussy over a few pennies that he has 

left behind? 

 

Of course, one should calculate the value of his time before undertaking to retrieve lost prop-

erty. But Yaakov lived with the understanding that all the possessions God gives are for a pur-

pose. As such they are precious jewels to be infused with meaning and purpose. To Yaakov, 

the fact they were inexpensive was of no consequence. The world is brimming with potential 

waiting to be fulfilled. 

 

 

Intrinsic Value 

 

In the Torah account of creation, God commands the Earth to produce vegetation, including 

"Aitz pri oseh pri" - fruit trees that produce fruit (Genesis 1:11). But the verse could have 

simply said "trees that produce fruit." Why the redundant "FRUIT trees that produce fruit?" 

 

The commentators explain that God wanted not only the tree to produce fruit, but also that the 

wood itself should be "fruity." We see from here that the wood of the tree is not merely a 

means to an end, but has intrinsic value in and of itself. 

 

So it is with everything in our world. 

 

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber explains this concept with a metaphor: Let's say I'm thirsty, so I ask a 

friend to bring me water. He brings me water in a paper cup, and what do I do? I drink the wa-

ter and throw out the cup. 

 

But now let's say I'm wandering in the desert and dying of thirst. So I lift my eyes to Heaven 

and say, "God - I'm dying - please make a miracle and send water!" And lo and behold, a hand 

reaches down from Heaven and gives me water in a paper cup. So I drink the water... But  
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what about the cup? I'm not going to throw it away - a cup from Heaven is a great souvenir! 

Because God could have sent me the water any way He wanted: He could have made it rain, 

or created an oasis, or simply opened my mouth and poured the water in. So the fact that God 

included a paper cup says that He not only wanted me to have the water, He wanted me to 

have the cup as well. 

 

Our lives are filled with objects, items, people and ideas. Each has its own purpose and mean-

ing, waiting to be discovered. 

 

To be a Tzaddik 

 

We've all heard the term "Tzaddik" - a perfectly righteous person. But what defines a 

Tzaddik? Good deeds? Pious behavior? Indeed, these are attributes. But what truly defines the 

Tzaddik is that he looks at every possession and situation in his life as coming directly from 

God. In that, all of life is meaningful. 

 

This outlook is emphasized again in our parsha. After 20 years apart, Yaakov is reunited with 

his twin brother Esav. In describing their state of affairs, Esav says: "I have a lot;" Yaakov 

says "I have everything." (Genesis 33:9-11) 

 

The difference is subtle, but in fact speaks volumes. Esav is saying: "I have a lot..." but I sure 

could use more! Whereas Yaakov is saying: "According to my part in God's grand eternal 

plan, I have everything - exactly as I need." Everything is a special gift from God. Everything 

is an opportunity to get closer to God. 

 

Disposable Life? 

 

Today, society is plagued by a disease called "Disposability." We have forgotten the principle 

that "everything has value." When a toaster breaks, we buy a new one. When a shirt tears, we 

get a new one. And how do we subconsciously carry this into our relationships? When a mar-

riage is dull, do we get a new one? 

 

How does "disposability" affect the overall value society places on life? How does this impact 

environmental conservation? How does this impact violent crime? 

 

In Deuteronomy 20:19, the Torah commands us not to cut down fruit trees. This extrapolates 

to a general prohibition against being wasteful, called "Bal Tash'chit." Just as in the Garden of 

Eden, the fruit tree represents that which has intrinsic value. And the principle applies to all of 

life. 

 

Take stock of your tools. Your talents, ideas, friends, resources. Figure out their meaning and 

purpose. Be grateful for all that you have. Don't be so quick to throw it away. Recognize how 

life is ordered exactly the way it's supposed to be. And actualize the full beauty and potential 

of this and every moment. 

 

Adapted with permission from the award winning website, www.aish.com. 

(. . .continued from page 20 ) 

http://www.aish.com
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http://link.myjewishpage.com/go.asp?li=0721B98FA4231C47F1BBB72E0C5CDE8A&ui=48D51D0FA1E43721799F64BA4C76C825

